CE-1555

Perpendicular Lock of Susquehanna Canal

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.
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Address: Susquehanna‘ﬁoad (222) off road adjacent to Transmission Line Historic district: yes X no
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City:  Octoraro vic. Zip Code: 21918 County: Cecil

USGS Quadrangle(s): Conowingo Dam
Property Owner: g - - Tax Account ID Number:

Tax Map Parcel Number(s): 0482 _ Tax Map Number: 16

Project:  Conowingo Hydroelectric Relicensing Project (FERC No. 405) Agency: Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
Agency Prepared By:  TRC ENVIRONMENTAL, INC.
Preparer's Name: Ellen Jenkins Date Prepared: ~ 10/10/2011

Documentation is presented in: ~ HISTORIC STRUCTURES REPORT FOR THE CONOWINGO HYDROELECTRIC
RELICENSING APPLICATION PROJECT

Preparer's Eligibility Recommendation: - Eligibility recommended X Eligibility not recommended

Criteria: A B C D Considerations: A B G D E F G

Complete if the property is a contributing or non-contributing resource to a NR district/praperty:

Name of the District/Property:
Inventory Number: S Eligible:  ves Listed: yes

Site visit by MHT Staff ~yes X no Name: Date:

Description of Property and Justification:  (Please attach map and photo)

The advent of canals was significant for the local shipping industry. In the nineteenth century, canals and later railroads connected
inland cities to those on the coast, fostered western expansion, and encouraged greater industrial production by facilitating
transportation of more goods and raw materials. Large amounts of coal and lumber were transported on canals in the nineteenth
century. In Cecil County in 1783, a group of Baltimore merchants were granted permission by the Maryland General Assembly "to
cut and take out a canal at Love Island, [just below the Pennsylvania state line] and continue the same to tide water in Susquehanna
river, and make said canal not less than thirty feet wide, and three feet deep” (Lower Susquehanna Heritage Greenway 2006). The
charter referred to this group as the "Proprietors of the Susquehanna Canal." The group included Augustine Washington, half-
brother of George Washington, as well as John Carroll, signer of the Declaration of Independence.

The Susquehanna Canal, also known as the Maryland, Port Deposit, and Conowingo Canal, was opened to traffic in 1803 and was
located on the east bank of the Susquehanna. It ran from the Pennsylvania-Maryland border to the outskirts of Port Deposit. It is
noted as contributing greatly to the growth of towns in Cecil County along the Susquehanna, including Port Deposit (MHT, NHRP
Detail Report, Port Deposit Historic District, CE-1291). The canal included nine locks. In spite of the corporation holding
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exclusive rights to the canal and any gristmills or water works built upon it, it was not financially successful (Wilner 1984:5). It
was bypassed frequently on the river heading downstream, so not enough tolls were collected to maintain it properly. The canal
was sold at auction in 1817 by Sherrif's sale and was abandoned when the Susquehanna and Tidewater canal opened in 1840
(Shank 1988).

The perpendicular locks at Octoraro Creek are the middle of three sets of locks along the 9-mile canal. At the time of the Sheriff’s
sale, Benjamin Henry Latrobe, one of the nation's first premier architects and canal engineers, corrected the 1799 Hauducoeur
Map, which had depicted a portion of the canal as planned. The Latrobe map accurately depicted the locks as-built and
perpendicular to the main axis of the canal. The canal paralleled the river and, just before reaching Octoraro Creek, turned 90
degrees to the river, to take advantage of the topography to enable the descent in elevation with one set of three locks. The canal,
upon descending through the locks, turned 90 degrees again, this time to parallel the river as before, and extended downstream to a
viaduct that carried the canal over the creek (Port Tobacco Archaeological Project 2008).

NRHP Evaluation: Based on the information collected, TRC recommends the resource ineligible for the NRHP under Criteria A
(Transportation and Economic History) and C (Engineering) due to lack of integrity. The demolition of the canal bed, towpath,
additional locks, and buildings associated with canal operations have compromised the integrity of materials, workmanship.
design, association, setting, and feeling. Based on the deteriorated state, which has resulted in the loss of approximately 70 percent
of the original design, the canal no longer embodies the distinctive designs, materials, and methods of construction characteristic of
the 1800 canal construction.
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CE-1555
Perpendicular Lock of Susquehanna Canal
Conowingo Dam quad 1953, Photorevised 1985
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3 CE-1555  Perpendicular Lock of Susquehanna Creek
Conowingo Dam, 1995 USGS Topographic Quadrangle
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Lock Wall, Looking Northwest
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End of Lock, Looking Northwest
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Lock Wall, Looking Southwest

CE-1555 2010-09-16_04.tif

Inside Lock, Looking West
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